Please come to Dena and Daniel’s

“Hyper-Secular, No-God, No-Haggadah Seder!”

Sunday, April 24, 2005 at 6:00 pm at Dena’s house.

If that’s not enough information to convince you to come, or if you’re craving an explanation beyond “uptowners represent for the secular tradition”, read on…

Why no haggadah, you ask?  Good question:

Let’s face it, a lot of us know really well the Maxwell House Coffee version of how the Jews got out of Egypt.  (Heck, some of us could practically recite it by heart.)  And a lot of us have been lucky enough to sit through seders with newly written justice, feminist, and/or liberation haggadah’s. And found that they are…well…just not that different.

The point of the holiday is to retell the story of the exodus, yes. We figure that food, socializing and various other rituals figure in there pretty strongly too. Somewhere, we got the idea that there was supposed to be an emphasis on the celebration of victorious liberation struggles. But Passover never seems to live up to these lofty expectations.  Perhaps this disappointment can be blamed in part on the compulsory reading of the script.

So, rather than being bound by someone else’s script, lets just do what we are supposed to do, and really get at the essence of this holiday!  Let’s talk about the exodus, let’s argue about various interpretations of the story, let’s discuss the fact of this supposed god hardening the heart of our oppressor, let’s ask where the women are!  Let’s talk about oppression, and other liberation struggles, ones more relevant and contemporary.  Are there ANY lessons we can take from this story of the exodus? Yes? No? Okay, well then, let’s eat.  Let’s socialize.  Let’s drink wine.  Let’s sing.  Let’s argue about what to sing.  

So, why no haggadah?

- Because we know we are competent to tell the story without it.

- Because it is more important to tell the truth than to re-enact the ritual.

- Because sharing food and stories of liberation with our friends is more vital to the creation/maintenance of our “Jewish community” than is a rote haggadah recitation.

- Because it’s boring…
What should you bring?  Another good question:

- Bring food and wine to share that evokes the Passover holiday for you.  Especially, anything unique to your particular family/culture/ethnicity/tradition.

- Readings to get at the essence of Passover.  Note – these may or may not come from your favorite (or least favorite) haggadah.  Just know that we will not be following any particular prescribed order.  Readings may also be original works, poems, song lyrics, news-clippings or anything else that seems important, esthetic, or relevant.

- Musical instruments, recorded music, songs and song lyrics.

- Friends and family

“So what can I expect at this non-seder seder?”  A third good question!

The point is not to abandon ritual and tradition altogether.  We won’t be serving ham or goose.  The point is to revitalize our rituals so that they have meaning for us in our particular (activist, feminist, secular, anarchist, contemporary, etc.) context.  So, Dena will be making gefilte fish and charoses (how the fuck do you spell that?), Daniel will be making borsht and charoses, and there will be matzo and wine.  We’re sure we can pull a seder plate together.  We’ll light candles, because we like candles.  If you need to get up to wash your hands, go for it!  Enjoy yourself.

“When and Where?”  That makes four…or is it five?

Did you like these four questions?  Good, because there WON’T be the painful ritual of asking the youngest boy or the oldest tranny or whoever at the table to reach back into the depths of their Hebrew school memories and sing those awful questions.  (But there may be discussion about where this four question thingy started in the first place…  And certainly there’ll be lots of questions of all kinds.)

Anyway, come on Sunday, April 24, at 6:00 pm to Dena’s house.  Please let us know if you are coming and with whom, and what food or other entertainment you’ll be bringing.

Dena Marger

Daniel Lang/Levitsky 

